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MARCEL BREUER/BENJAMIN L. SPIVAK, BREUER HOUSE 1947-1948

ATLAS OF DETAILS

Text
Francesco De Marchi
IUAV Venezia

Drawings
Francesco De Marchi
Davide Bergo
IUAV Venezia

Architect
Marcel Breuer (1902-1981)

Name of the building
Breuer house

Site
Sunset Hill Road, New Canaan, CT (US)

Client
Marcel Breuer

Contractors
Irving Wood, Dr. General Contractor

Engineer
Benjamin L. Spivak

Other actors
Charles Re (excavations)
James D. Taylor (electrical installation);
W. R. Johnson (plumbing and heating system);
Hope’s Windows Inc. (windows)

Project
1957 july-december: first project
1958 april - 1961 september: intermediate solutions and completed project

Building permit
1947

Start of construction works
1947

End of construction works
1948

Prizes
Premio regionale IN/ARCH per il Lazio 1963

Construction system
The construction of the house is very similar to traditional American timber frame 
construction. However, it is adapted and integrated to achieve significant overhangs 
without the use of heavy concrete or steel beams. The strong overhangs are 
supported by the rigid end sections of the two long walls of the house, which are 
sti!ened and structurally supported by means of diagonal bracing and the boards, 
which are also laid diagonally. The floor slab against the ground is made of concrete 
blocks plastered both inside and out, the raised main floor is clad with a t&g planking 
laid vertically or diagonally.
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