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MARCEL BREUER/ BERNARD ZEHRFUSS, PIER LUIGI NERVI, UNESCO HEADQUARTERS 1953-1958

ATLAS OF DETAILS

Text
Davide Bergo
IUAV Venezia

Drawings
Davide Bergo
IUAV Venezia

Architect
Marcel Breuer (1902-1981), Bernard Zehrfuss (1911-1996)

Name of the building
UNESCO headquarters, Conference building

Site
Place de Fontenoy, Paris (FR)

Client
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Contractors
Soc. Fourré & Rhodes (absorbed by Groupe Ei!age SA.);
Soc. Dumez (absorbed by Vinci Construction)

Engineer
Pier Luigi Nervi (1891-1979)

Other actors
Luther H. Evans (UNESCO Director-General);
Eugene H. Callison (chief engineer of the technical o!ce);
Lucio Costa (member of “Comité des Cinq”);
Walter Gropius (member of “Comité des Cinq”);
Le Corbusier (member of “Comité des Cinq”);
Sven Markelius (member of “Comité des Cinq”);
Ernesto N. Rogers (member of “Comité des Cinq”)

Building permit
1953

Start of construction works
1954

Project variation
1952: first project in Bois de Boulogne

End of construction works
1958

Construction system
Large concrete roof, undulated with variable undulations depending on the variation
of the moments. This particular structure is rigid and statically completed by a slab of
variable thickness that starting from the lower edge of the waves rises to the top to
give the necessary resistance to the positive moment.
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